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General Hospital were the very first who started the
work in Madras, and the experiment has proved suc-
cessful, though it encountered the difficulties which seein
inseparable from the organisation of a hospital staff,,
difficulties which belong to hospitals everywhere, and
unfortunately mar but too often the divine work of
healing the sufferings of the poor.

" The Madras Mail/3 April 20th, 1875.
"TEE LADY-NURSE EXPERIMENT.

" The introduction of a trained European Superintendent
to supervise the nursing in the General Hospital is one of
the measures of practical utility by which, it is to be hoped,
Lord Hobart's reign will be gratefully remembered. The
measure was sensible and good, and it was carried out with
creditable vigour and promptitude. Those who know how
any Indian scheme is apt to get buried under superincum-
bent masses of official correspondence, must congratulate
the Governor on having rescued this project from the
common fate, and brought it into actual working within a
period which in most cases would scarcely suffice for the
disposal of preliminary objections from the India Office.
The facts of the case are simple. About two years ago a
visitor to the Hospital brought to Lord Hobart's notice
certain irregularities and shortcomings in the Hospital
arrangements, especially in connection with the nursing,
which appeared to call urgently for reform. Lord Hobart
appointed a Commission of Doctors, who reported that the
visitor's account was in no wise exaggerated, and that the
nursing in the hospital was very far from what it ought to
be. The gist of the matter lay in a small compass. The
nursing was performed, not by trained nurses under skilled
supervision, but by a set of apprentices who consented to
serve a few months in the hospital on condition of being
subsequently trained in the lucrative profession of mid-